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ACTION EUR-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-00 CIAE-00 COME-00 EB-11 INR-10 LAB-06 
NSAE-00 RSC-01 SIL-01 PA-04 PRS-01 USIA-15 DRC-01 
/076 W 

127405 

R 171108Z OCT 73 
FM AMCONGEN STUTTGART 
TO AMEMBASSY BONN 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 1887 
AMCONSUL BREMEN 
AMCONSUL DUSSELDORE 
AMCONGEN FRANKFURT 
AMCONSUL HAMBURG 
AMCONSUL MUNICH 
USMISSION BERLIN 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STUTTGART 0886 

E.O. 11652N/A 
TAGS: ELAB GW 

SUBJ: METAL WORKERS STRIKE THREAT 
REE: STUTTGART 882 

1. METALWORKERS STRIKE AT DAIMLER-BENZ AND BOSCH BEGAN EARLY 
OCTOBER 16 AS PREDICTED. EMPLOYERS' ASSOCIATION THEN MET TO 
APPROVE USE OE LOCKOUT IF IT SHOULD PROVE NECESSARY, BUT MADE 
CLEAR THAT THIS WEAPON WOULD ONLY BE RESORTED TO IE ANTICIPATED 
NEW NEGOTIATIONS SHOULD BREAK DOWN. 

2. SOURCES WITHIN METALWORKERS UNION AND EMPLOYERS ASSOC. 
INFORM US THEY ARE BOTH WILLING TO RESUME NEGOTATIONS BUT 
NEITHER PARTY PREPARED TO MAKE FIRST MOVE. THEY BOTH EXPECT 
B-W GOVERNMENT AUTHORITIES TO BRIDGE IMPASSE BY CALLING 
TWO PARTIES TOGETHER LATER THIS WEEK OR NEXT. 
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PAGE 02 STUTTG 00886 171137Z 

3. JUST BEFORE STRIKE DEADLINE, MINISTER-PRESIDENT FILBINGER 
ISSUED PRO FORMA PLEA EOR SETTLEMENT, SAYING STRIKE WOULD 
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COST DM 89 MILLION PER DAY IN LOST GNP, BUT ASSERTED STRICT 
GOVERNMENT NEUTRALITY. LOCAL SPD ANNOUNCED SUPPORT EOR STRIKES, 
AN ACTION DEPLORED BY LOCAL CDU. RUCHTI 
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